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!e Shaggy Dog’s Tail  
(A Shaggy Dog Tale)

READER TIP: As you will see, this story can go on 
forever—or until the little one drifts o! to sleep. It is 
designed for days when your brain is o"ine. After the 
#rst few times, you can tell it without any thought 
whatsoever. If the child says, “No, tell me a di!erent 
story!” then you can change it to a shaggy sheep or 
goat or squirrel, or whatever suits your fancy. $is can 
be quite a fun game as long as you don’t get annoyed. 
Hopefully, this won’t become your child’s favorite 
story.

Once upon a time, there was a baby 
shaggy dog who didn’t want to go to 
bed.

!e baby shaggy dog pulled on the daddy 
shaggy dog’s tail.

“Tell me a story,” said the baby shaggy dog.
“Ok,” said the daddy shaggy dog. “Let me 

think. Oh, I remember one…”



79

 Once upon a time, there was a baby shaggy 
dog who didn’t want to go to bed.

!e baby shaggy dog pulled on the daddy 
shaggy dog’s tail.

“Tell me a story,” said the baby shaggy dog.
“Ok,” said the daddy shaggy dog. “Let me 

think. Oh, I remember one…”
Once upon a time, there was a baby shaggy 

dog who didn’t want to go to bed.
!e baby shaggy dog pulled on the daddy 

shaggy dog’s tail.
“Tell me a story,” said the baby shaggy dog.
“Ok,” said the daddy shaggy dog. “Let me 

think. Oh, I remember one…”
Once upon a time, there was a baby shaggy 

dog who didn’t want to go to bed.



80

!e baby shaggy dog pulled on the daddy 
shaggy dog’s tail.

“Tell me a story,” said the baby shaggy dog.
“Ok,” said the daddy shaggy dog. “Let me 

think. Oh, I remember one…”
Once upon a time, there was a baby shaggy 

dog who didn’t want to go to bed.
!e baby shaggy dog pulled on the daddy 

shaggy dog’s tail.
“Tell me a story,” said the baby shaggy dog.
“Ok,” said the daddy shaggy dog. “Let me 

think. Oh, I remember one…”
Once upon a time, there was a baby shaggy 

dog who didn’t want to go to bed.
!e baby shaggy dog pulled on the daddy 

shaggy dog’s tail.
“Tell me a story,” said the baby shaggy dog.
“Ok,” said the daddy shaggy dog. “Let me 

think. Oh, I remember one…”

T E
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